
Sociology of capitalism

Presentation

The aim of this seminar is to look beyond the boundaries commonly 
drawn between economic sociology, comparative political economy, 
and political sociology. The focus is on the historical dynamics of and 
contemporary developments in capitalism, understood as a system of 
organization in which exchanges are driven by the quest for material 
profit.

Three objectives are set. The first is to show that capitalism is the 
product of complex institutional arrangements, involving not only strictly 
identified economic organizations but also activities developed in other 
spaces. The second objective is to reflect on the resulting processes 
of commodification in different sectors (education and research; health; 
agriculture and food). Finally, the aim is to clarify how capitalism can 
survive by combining with models of organization or mobilization that 
appear to call it into question.
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