
Public policies in the Global South

Presentation

The aim of this class is twofold: to consolidate students’ knowledge and 
understanding of the concepts and general theoretical approaches of the 
sociology of public action as presented in the fourth year, on the one 
hand; to frame the analysis of public policies in the context of original 
situations, in the South, i.e. in specific contexts of action planning and 
implementation, most often marked by limited capacities and unusual 
forms of public action. This sub-discipline of political science has, in 
fact, emerged and continues to develop essentially on American and 
European grounds. Our starting point is to explore the adaptability of 
concepts, notions and tools to diverse situations in Southern countries. 
Based on different theoretical approach, text readings and empirical 
case studies, the objective is to discuss the adaptability and relevance 
of concepts to re-examine, through policy analysis, the making of politics 
and the state in the South.

Recommended Prerequisite(s)

Students must have attended the fourth-year class, or equivalent class 
in public policy analysis; they must have good knowledge of politics and 
politics in the South as well as skills in organizational analysis and the 
sociology of decision making.

In brief

Number of hours : 18.0
Teaching activity : Seminar
Year : Fifth year
Validation : Continuous assessment

Contacts

Responsible(s)

Darbon Dominique
d.darbon@sciencespobordeaux.fr
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Formule pédagogique

The class revolves around the study of, and presentation and collective discussion about scientific articles and case studies. Reading 
the prescribed texts is therefore mandatory. Students in this class undergo continuous assessment, based on their presentation of 
texts, cross discussions, and oral participation in class. Each participant will also work on the scientific and methodological preparation 
of a report that can be used as a fifth-year dissertation on a given public policy issue.
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