
Political ethnography

Presentation

This class aims to introduce students to ways of approaching politics 
using ethnographic methods. The aim is to understand the notion of 
politics "from below" (Thompson) or "grassroots politics" (Revel). This 
approach has been the object of much international interest for the last 
twenty years. We will first define its contours, methods, and specific 
lines of reasoning. In the second part of the class we will examine 
different social science traditions to better understand the specificity of 
this approach: history (microhistory, the history of everyday life, history 
"from below"), political science (with an emphasis on the literature about 
ordinary relationships to politics - "everyday politics"), sociology (in 
particular, in the French case, the importance of the research developed 
in the framework of the sociology of the working classes), anthropology 
(in particular by studying some of James Scott’s texts on the "weapons 
of the weak" and the "arts of resistance").

Recommended Prerequisite(s)

General training in social science; No specific prerequisites.

In brief

Number of hours : 18.0
Year : Fifth year
Validation : Continuous assessment

Contacts

Responsible(s)

Hervouet Ronan
ronan.hervouet@scpobx.fr
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Formule pédagogique

The class is organized in six 3-hour sessions. During the first hour, a text – studied by the students prior to the session - is discussed 
collectively. The texts chosen are based on empirical surveys and provide insights into the concrete methods for conducting political 
ethnography. In the second and third hours a more general theoretical lecture is delivered. It is divided into six chapters: The 
ethnographic approach; Political ethnography: first delineations; Political ethnography and political science; Political ethnography and 
sociology; Political ethnography and history; Political ethnography and anthropology; International terrains.
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