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Descriptif 

 

EU Climate and Biodiversity Diplomacy in the 2020s 

This course critically examines the European Union’s position as a global leader in 

ecological transition amidst a landscape of escalating geopolitical conflicts. The 

curriculum interrogates whether Europe retains its normative power or if its 

influence is waning under the pressure of resource scarcity and global instability. 

Students will master foundational concepts such as the IPCC reports, the Green 

Deal, peak oil, rare earth extraction, and the economics of transition financing. The 

course moves beyond theoretical frameworks to analyze the complex architecture 

of multilateral climate regimes and the specific roles of key EU directorates (CLIMA, 

ENV, INTPA). 

A significant portion of the course is dedicated to the interplay between national 

strategies—such as Germany’s nuclear return or Spain’s solar expansion—and 

collective EU bargaining power. Special attention is given to the "Global South," 

analyzing coalitions, Chinese influence, and the contentious North-South debates on 

climate finance. The curriculum also exposes the darker sides of negotiation, 

including industrial lobbying, science manipulation, and the rise of new ecological 

markets. Through thematic modules on deforestation, fossil fuels, and ocean 

governance, students will understand the specific stakes for the EU in multilateral 

forums. The course culminates in a creative innovation workshop where students 

use AI-assisted prospective methods to draft scenarios for the future of European 

climate diplomacy, hybridizing political science with the economics of technology. 

This comprehensive approach ensures graduates can navigate the intricate nexus of 

environmental urgency, economic interest, and diplomatic strategy. 

Curriculum Structure (12 Sessions x 90 Minutes) 

Session 1: Key Concepts: IPCC, Ecological Collapse, and the Green Deal. 

Session 2:Economics of Transition: Rare Earths, Peak Oil, and Market Financing. 

*Session 3:Multilateral Regimes: COPs, IPCC, and Global Negotiation Forums. 

Session 4: National Actors: Case Studies (Spain Solar, Germany Coal/Nuclear). 

Session 5: EU Institutional Architecture: CLIMA, ENV, INTPA, and Trade Clauses. 

Session 6: The Global South: Coalitions, China’s Role, and Finance Debates. 

Session 7: Non-State Actors: Industrial Lobbying, Civil Society, and Indigenous Peoples. 

Session 8:Thematic Module 1: Deforestation and Supply Chain Regulations. 

Session 9: Thematic Module 2: Fossil Fuels, Pesticides, and Ocean Governance. 
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Session 10: International Environmental Law: Trends and Disputes since 2020. 

Session 11: Workshop Part 1: AI-Assisted Prospective Methods for EU Climate Diplomacy 

Scenarios. 

Session 12: Workshop Part 2: AI-Assisted Prospective Methods for EU Climate Diplomacy 

Scenarios. 
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