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Descriptif 

 

The seminar examines how the collapse of the USSR created a 

laboratory where war, capitalism, and imperial ambitions intertwined. 

The seminar analyzes the transition from planned economies to the 

capitalism of the 1990s, marked by the privatization of resources, the 

rise of oligarchs, and the concentration of power in the hands of a state-

linked elite. It demonstrates how war—in Chechnya, Georgia, and later 

Ukraine—became a tool for both internal consolidation and external 

expansion, serving Russia’s economic interests and imperial ambitions. 

The second ambition of the seminar is to show how international 

political economy and economic sociology can explain war. In this vast 

theoretical and thematic field, the focus will be on the case of the post-

Soviet in its contemporary dynamics. The seminar is therefore 

composed of three separate parts.  

The first part will review essential theoretical foundations through an 

interdisciplinary approach, combining international political economy 

and economic sociology to explore war-related themes (e.g., border 

studies, security studies, imperialism). 

The second part will integrate thematic and area studies perspectives, 

focusing on specific issues such as:The war economy in Russia ; The 

effectiveness of sanctions against Russia; Russia as an imperial power ; 

Illiberal regimes, civil societies and war; Energy rent and the war 

economy in the East; war in political narratives. The seminar will be 

linked to the research project SCBC and may involve students attending 

external sessions, such as conferences, debates, and screenings. 



 

The third part will consist of case study analyses, applying the concepts 
covered throughout the semester to topics selected by the students of 
the class.  
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