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Course Description

This course is designed to introduce and discuss some of the key debates and on-going processes
at the interface of politics, economy and security across the globe. In the light of international
corruption and financial scandals, as well as the prevalence of terrorism, its financing, and the
laundering of ‘dirty money’ in relation to criminal networks, there will be a specific focus on the
making of global policies against economic, financial and white collar crimes, from tax evasion to
proliferation financing of weapons of mass destruction.

Course Goals

The overall aim of the seminar is to provide students advanced understanding of the current
interdependence between domestic and international security issues and those traditionnally related
to economy and finance.

By the end of this seminar, the students will have developed their empirical and analytical grasp
of the core aspects of politics, economy and security, with a critical focus on contemporary global
policies against financially related crimes and threats. Furthermore, they will have advanced their
capacity to engage critically with the interdisciplinary academic literature in the topics examined by
the course, in order to master the normative implications of multiple connections between politics,
economy and security.

Through discussions of the readings and oral presentation as well as writing of analytical papers,
students will further improve their synthesis and reflexive ability.



Course Structure and Expectations

Each topic of the seminar will be organized in two sessions. The first session will be in the

form of a student oral presentation and a collective discussion of the assigned reading. The second

session will mainly involve lecturing about the session content.

More generally, full participation is expected of students throughout the course. In

particular, each student is expected to ‘come’ to the seminar having completed the readings, and

being prepared to discuss them in class. While it is impossible to be comprehensive, either in the

selection of course themes or assigned material, the readings provide a broad and diverse overview

of topics of theoretical and empirical interest in the study of economy and security.

Assessment Methods

1)

2)

3)

Class preparation and participation (20%)

The level and quality of seminar preparation and participation will be considered for final

grades.

Oral presentation (40%)

Each student will contribute to one oral presentation (15/20 minutes). The aim is to present
and analyse the work of an international organization dedicated to the global fight against
economic and financial related crime as well as corruption. In addition to each oral
presentation, students will have to submit a written document (5 pages).

Writing an analytical paper (40%)

Each student will write an analytical paper (3,000 words maximum) to be submitted by the
end of April. The paper will be focused on a specific topic of economy and security to be
agreed with the instructor. Further detailed instructions will be provided in class.

Plagiarism and Academic Integrity

Students are reminded that plagiarism and other forms of academic misconduct will be referred to

the disciplinary section of Sciences Po Bordeaux.



Crass1—12/01/2026
INTRODUCTION

- General introduction to the course.

CLASS 2—19/01/2026

CORRUPTION AND ANTI-CORRUPTION — 1

- Oral presentation about Transparency International

- Assigned Reading
o Bayle, E., & Rayner, H. (2016). Sociology of a scandal: the emergence of ‘FIFAgate.’ Soccer
& Society, 19(4), 593-611.

CLASS 3—-26/01/2026
CORRUPTION AND ANTI-CORRUPTION — 2

- Corruption(s) : social reaction and techniques of neutralization

CLASS 4—02/02/2026
THE DIFFERENTIAL MANAGEMENT OF ILLEGALISMS — 1

- 1) Oral presentation about the role of the OECD against tax evasion

- Assigned Reading
o Amicelle, A. & Bérard, J. (2026). ‘Exposed impunity : leaks, scandals and dominant class
solidarity’. Security Dialogne.

CLASS 5 —09/02/2026
THE DIFFERENTIAL MANAGEMENT OF ILLEGALISMS — 2

- The Management of Ruling Elites’s Illegalisms : historical transformation




CLASS 6—-23/02/2026
THE FIGHT AGAINST ‘DIRTY MONEY’
GLOBAL POLICYMAKING AT THE INTERFACE OF ECONOMY & SECURITY — 1

- 1) Oral presentation about the Financial Action Task Force

- Assigned Reading
G. Favarel-Garrigues. « Domestic reformulation of the moral issues at stake in the drive
against money laundering: the case of Russia ». International Social Science Journal, 57 : 529-
540.

CLASS 7—-02/03/2026
THE FIGHT AGAINST ‘DIRTY MONEY’
GLOBAL POLICYMAKING AT THE INTERFACE OF ECONOMY & SECURITY — 2

- 1) Follow the Money : from a U.S. political catchphrase to a concrete global policy

CLASS 8—09/03/2026
FROM THE WAR ON DRUGS TO THE WAR ON TERROR — 1

- 1) Oral presentation about the UN Security Council ISIL (Da’esh) and Al-Qaida
Sanctions Committee

- Assigned Reading
o M. de Goede. « Risk, Preemption and Exception in the War on Terrorist Financing », In
M. de Goede and L. Amoore, Risk and the War on Terror. London : Routledge, 2008.

CLASS 9—16/03/2026
FROM THE WAR ON DRUGS TO THE WAR ON TERROR -2

- Questioning public-private partnerships againt money laundering, terrorist and
proliferation financing.




CLASS 10— 23/03/2026
FINANCIAL SURVEILLANCE & INTELLIGENCE IN THE NAME OF SECURITY — 2

- 1) Oral presentation about the Egmont Group

- Assigned Reading

o Amicelle, A. & Chaudieu, K. (2018). ‘In search of transnational financial intelligence :
questioning cooperation between financial intelligence units’. In C. King, C. Walker & J.

Gurule (eds.), Handbook of criminal and terrorism financing law (pp. 649-675). London :
Palgrave.

CrAss 11-30/03/2026
FINANCIAL SURVEILLANCE & INTELLIGENCE IN THE NAME OF SECURITY — 2

- Suspicion and traceability in the name of security

CLASS 12
CONCLUSION

- Conclusion
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