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Description du cours / Course Description :

The goal of the course would be that of investigating the rise of digital platforms and the impact
they have on urban economies. This by employing an interdisciplinary approach that uses
literatures from sociology, labor studies, urban studies, geography, other than science and
technology studies. This approach will allow students to look ‘at the shadows of theories’,
exploring the multidisciplinary debate about the impact of platform capitalism on workers and on
the main context in which it operates: the city. Students will then be able to focus how digital
technologies are reshaping labor processes, global economy and social infrastructures, focusing
those social, economic and political transformations that are making emerge the city as a central
ground for Capital's accumulation. Students will also be provided the fundamental notions to
look at the city as a key battleground where labor and social movements are challenging the
expansion of platform capitalism, and where new forms of local government are experimented.
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Crary, J. (2022). Scorched earth: Beyond the digital age to a post-capitalist world. Verso Books.

Chicchi, F., Marrone, M., & Casilli, A. (2022).Digital labor and crisis of the wage labor system. SOCIOLOGIA DEL LAVORO, 163, 51-69.

Delfanti, A. (2021). Machinic ion and i Digital work in an Amazon warehouse. New Media & Society, 23(1), 39-55.

Easterling, K. (2014). The power of i space. Verso Books.

Gillespie, T. (2010). The politics of ‘platforms’. New media & society, 12(3), 347-364.

Friedman, G. (2014). Workers without employers: shadow corporations and the rise of the gig economy. Review of keynesian economics, 2(2), 171-188.

Gandini, A. (2021). Digital labour: an empty signifier?. Media, Culture & Society, 43(2), 369-380.

Harvey, D. (1975). The of capitalist ion: a ion of the Marxian theory. Antipode, 7(2), 9-21.

Jarrett K. (2022) Digital Labor. Cambridge: Polity Press

Marx, K. (1867). Capital: volume | (Vol. 1). Ch. 24/25 “The General Law of Accumulation” “The Secret of Primitive Accumulation™

Plantin, J. C., Lagoze, C., Edwards, P. N., & Sandvig, C. (2018). Infrastructure studies meet platform studies in the age of Google and Facebook. New media & society, 20(1), 293-310.
Tassinari, A., & Maccarrone, V. (2020). Riders on the storm: Workplace solidarity among gig economy couriers in Italy and the UK. Work, employment and society, 34(1), 35-54.
Zuboff, S. (2019). The age of surveillance capitalism: The fight for a human future at the new frontier of power. New York: PublicAffairs.

Van Dijck, J., Poell, T., & De Waal, M. (2018). The platform society: Public values in a connective world. Oxford University Press.

Mode d’évaluation / Crouse assessment :

QCM |:| Final Written exam (during the last course session)|:|

Paper Continuous assessment |:|
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