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Descriptif 

 

The course proposes an analysis of the origin and evolution of the modern world order 
from its early beginnings to the contemporary post-Cold War world. I will have a look 
on the major stages of this evolution with the view of enabling you as students to have 
an in-depth knowledge of long-term trends and processes at the roots of current world 
affairs.  

The analysis proposed is necessarily a personal – although not an arbitrary – one. As 
such, it is open to discussion and debate. You are welcome to interrupt me to ask 
questions, make remarks, put forward criticisms. I do not ask you to agree with my it. 
Of course not. What I want is that you know my theses before criticizing them – this is 
the condition of a scientific or academic debate or controversy, given that social 
sciences, and therefore IR, are plural fields composed by competing paradigms.  
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