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Descriptif 

 

African people have interacted with their Asian and Latin American counterparts for 
centuries. However, these interactions importantly intensified over the past three 
decades, repositioning the African continent (and the sub-Sharan region in particular) 
within the wider geography of international relations, economic circulations and 
cultural globalization. If the most visible manifestation of this phenomenon is the 
expansion of Chinese political and economic interests in the continent, a larger and 
more complex web of human, material and cultural interactions characterizes the 
contemporary landscape of Africa’s south-south relations. By adopting an 
interdisciplinary approach (African studies, history, political sciences, anthropology), 
this course explores globalization from the vantage point of the Global South, taking 
Africa in particular as an entry point. It looks at the history and contemporary 
configurations of the relations between African, Asian and Latin American countries 
through a holistic approach that keeps the political and economic dimensions of these 
phenomena connected to their wider social and cultural contexts, the analysis of 
macro-phenomena tied to individual experiences. To do so, the course is divided into 
six teaching modules: (1) History; (2) Politics and international relations; (3) Goods 
and infrastructures; (4) People; (5) Religions; (6) Media and popular culture. 

Each module combines the discussion of larger, transversal trends with the analysis of 
specific case studies that, through their specificities, can help students understand 
global phenomena in their locally grounded dimensions. The course will thus offer an 
alternative understanding of globalization process that permit to reconceptualize the 
European experience within a larger universe of ex-centric and multipolar 
interconnections that characterize contemporary politics and culture. 
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