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Description du cours / Course Description :

THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF POLITICAL REVOLUTIONS

Revolutions have been the most salient aspect of political modernity, or “the locomotives of
history,” as Marx wrote in 1850. Beyond repeating the cliché that revolutions are the driving
forces of social and political transformation, the goal in this class is to think through revolutions
in their historical time as well as across history from the perspective of political anthropology.
We will use the concepts of liminality, social dramas, crowd behavior, imitation, and tricksters, to
disentangle the study of revolutions from structures and the search for causes and outcomes, as
well as from ideology, culture, and agency, taking instead social practices and meaning
formation more seriously, focusing on revolutions as historical events to be studied in their own
right. This also prompts the questions: Is comparison between revolutions possible at all? After
a theoretical introduction, we will examine a series of cases: the “big three” (France, Russia, and
China), the “Third World” revolutions (Mexico and Cuba), and the Arab Spring (2011). We will
conclude by examining the prospect for revolutionary change in the contemporary world, thus
considering whether the concept of revolution should be consigned, or not, to the “dustbin of
history.”

Bibliographie indicative / Recommended Readings :

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto (1848) (New York, 2002), excerpts
Hannah Arendt, On Revolution (London: Penguin, 1990 [1965]), chapter 1.

Theda Skocpol, States and Social Revolutions; A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, and
China (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1979), Intro and chapter 1.

Bjarn Thomassen, “Notes Towards an Anthropology of Political Revolutions,” Comparative
Studies in Society and History 54, no. 2 (2012): 679-706.

Walter Armbrust, “The Trickster in Egypt’s January 25 Revolution,” Comparative Studies in

Mode d’évaluation (en choisir un) / Course assessment (please choose one) :

Final Written exam (during the last course session) - QCM |:|
Final Written exam (during the last course session) - Paper

Continuous assessment D

Note that a continuous assessment requires 2 separate assessments knowing that attendance cannot count as one of these assessments (even if it can
be taken into account to determine a final grade).
NotWwithstanding, you Will have to communicate to the school 1 single final mark which will take into account the different evaluations.
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