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Description du cours / Course Description :

Most of today’s urban growth concentrates in cities of the so-called Global South. From South Asia to Africa and Latin America, rapid, seemingly
unplanned urbanisation has driven the emergence of what is often described as “megacities”. As Jennifer Robinson puts it, these centres of global
urbanisation have been imagined as “big but powerless”; or as the antithesis of global cities like London or New York, which, in contrast, were
understood as nodes of global economy. Yet, emerging centres like the Gulf, China and Singapore, have inspired many postcolonial governments
to invest in the development of major urban areas to claim global significance and recognition. From Addis Ababa to Kinshasa and Yangon,
state-driven urban megaprojects have aspired to circulating images of world-class, building new waterfronts and exclusive megaprojects, often
with dire consequence for local communities. At the same time, global development initiatives and agendas such as the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) and its successor, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), have set universal (urban) development targets that tend to follow
Western pathways. Concerning housing, MDG's initial slogan to achieve “Cities Without Slums” has not only inspired governments to set up
large-scale housing programmes at the urban peripheries, it also functioned as a justification to fight various forms of urban informality,
perceived as urban eyesores incompatible with national development aspirations, leading to further marginalisation and legitimizing local forms of
authoritarianism.

This course will offer students an interdisciplinary overview into current trends in urban development in the Global South, from megaprojects to
informal urbanization, with a focus on the various forms of resistance and negotiation in the power dynamics at play. It seeks to stress the
in-between political (urban) development ambitions and its local adverse effects; the in-between shiny towers of glass and steel and the darkness
of eviction and survival. As such, the explicit notion of the ‘in-between’ should function as an incentive to look beyond simplistic dualisms and
clear-cut understandings of loss and gain.

Zooming in on examples from empirical research in Morocco, Ethiopia, and South Africa, the course will enable students to reflect on local
people’s own perspectives towards urban change in Africa and beyond. Students will prepare key readings and discuss them in class (guiding
questions by the lecturer may guide the readings), combined with input from the lecturer. Moreover, students are incited to relate theoretical
knowledge to cases studies they are familiar with.

Bibliographie indicative / Recommended Readings :

Beier, R, A Spire and M Bridonneau (2022) Urban Resettlements in the Global South. New York: Routledge.

Croese S, Cirolia LR and N Graham (2016) Towards habitat I11: confronting the disjuncture between global policy and local practice on Africa’s ‘challenge of slums’. Habitat
International 53, 237-242

Huchzermeyer M (2011) Cities with ‘Slums’. Claremont: UCT Press.

Perlman JE (2016) Rethinking precarious neighborhoods: concepts and consequences of marginality. In: Deboulet A (ed) Rethinking Precarious Neighbourhoods. Paris: Agence
Francaise de Développement, 39-56.

Robinson J (2006) Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development. New York: Routledge.

Roy, A and A Ong (2011) Worlding Cities. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell

Yiftachel O (2009) Theoretical notes on ‘gray cities’: the coming of Urban apartheid? Planning Theory 8(1), 88-100.

Ziai, A (2013) The discourse of “development” and why the concept should be abandoned. Development in Practice 23(1), 123-136.

Mode d’évaluation (en choisir un) / Course assessment (please choose one) :

Final Written exam (during the last course session) -QCM  [_]
Final Written exam (during the last course session) - Paper

Continuous assessment |:|

Note that a continuous assessment requires 2 separate assessments knowing that attendance cannot count as one of these assessments (even if it can
be taken into account to determine a final grade).
Notwithstanding, you will have to communicate to the school 1 single final mark which will take into account the different evaluations.
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