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Descriptif

This 12-hour course offers a broad survey on the role of pandemics in history, on how
they allow to explore political, economic and socio-cultural practices in different
places and times, through their consequences on populations. How does a pandemic
start? How does it end? What are the different measures taken to try to cope with it
and how do they relate with COVID19 responses? Going from antiquity to the present
day, this course will investigate diseases such as the plague, smallpox, cholera,
influenza and AIDS/HIV. By the end of this course, the students will be able to:

¢ appreciate the role played by pandemics in shaping the past and transforming
societies;

e critically analyse source materials to understand pandemics in history;

e use historical analysis to discover the continuing challenges of pandemics today,
notably with COVID-19.
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